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Preamble
The International Policy has been developed in line with Ambitions for the Arts,
the Arts Council of Northern Ireland’s five-year Strategic Plan for the Arts,
2013-18. The overarching priorities of the Plan – champion the arts, promote
access, build a sustainable sector – are reflected across the set of the Council’s
Art Form and Specialist Area policies, 2013-18.

Introduction to International Policy
The Arts Council’s International Policy expresses our commitment to and
ambitions for trans-national interaction for the arts sector. Working closely
with the British Council and other key partners, the Arts Council will ensure
that Northern Ireland’s arts organisations, artists and arts can connect
internationally and develop an international perspective through profiling
work, exchanging ideas and developing relationships.
A number of values and aspirations inform the policy – that excellence and
creativity are at the core; that Northern Ireland is an outward looking region;
that strong partnerships are part of a strong arts sector; that Northern Ireland
has much to offer and much to learn.
The Council will create and support opportunities for those artists and
organisations, working to the highest standards, to profile their work beyond
Northern Ireland. It will do this through dedicated funding streams and by
directly animating projects and opportunities. It will also ensure that
audiences in Northern Ireland are given the opportunity to experience
innovative, exciting, high-quality work from around the world.
The Council’s concerns are as much about the exchange of ideas and creating
learning experiences as with touring or ‘exporting’ work. Artists, organisations
and audiences can only benefit from being given opportunities to place their
own experiences in an international context.
The Council will encourage arts organisations in Northern Ireland to be
outward looking and to develop working relationships beyond borders.
Similarly, individual artists, curators, promoters, cultural entrepreneurs and
administrators can also be provoked and find their visions endorsed through
trans-national opportunities.
Northern Ireland produces artists of an international standing. We have a rich
literary heritage with world-renowned writers, a respected reputation in visual

arts and well-known and respected musicians. However, our quality and
diversity in the arts is not limited to these areas. In traditional arts, sociallyengaged practice and arts in health care we have quality, depth and
innovation of approach. It is Council’s intention to support both established
and emerging artists in the enhancement of their international profile and the
development of their careers.

Funding Objectives


encourage artists and arts organisations working to engage
internationally;



support the inward and outward exchange of high quality
contemporary arts;



support initiatives intended to develop the international market for
contemporary art from Northern Ireland;



support the British Council in its development of appropriate profiling
and showcasing opportunities for contemporary art from Northern
Ireland.
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Additional Information
‘Ambitions for the Arts’ Five Year Arts Strategy, 2013-2018
www.artscouncil-ni.org/about-us/strategy

Art Form and Specialist Area Policies, 2013-2018
www.artscouncil-ni.org/the-arts
Acquisitions
Arts & Disability
Arts & Health
Arts & Older People
Architecture
Building Peace through the Arts
Carnival Arts
Circus Arts
Commissioning
Community Arts
Crafts & Applied Arts
Dance
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Drama
Film & TV
Intercultural Arts
International
Language Arts
Literature
Music & Opera
Public Art
Traditional Arts
Visual Arts
Voluntary Arts
Youth Arts

Alternative formats of this publication
may be available on request.
For further information please contact:
Arts Council of Northern Ireland,
MacNeice House, 77 Malone Road, Belfast BT9 6AQ.
T. 028 9038 5200 F. 028 9066 1715
E. info@artscouncil-ni.org
W. www.artscouncil-ni.org
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